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FOREWORD
WELCOME TO THE 4TH ANNUAL REBELS WITH A CAUSE FILM FESTIVAL
Rebels would like to continuously remember, acknowledge and think about our place 
here on unceded land belonging to the Mississaugas of New Credit, the Huron-Wen-
dat, the Haudenosaunee and the Metís Nation of Ontario.

The Rebels 4th annual edition is incredibly excited to move to Jane and Finch, an 
idea that has been present since the beginning and is this year encouraged by the 
Toronto Arts Council. We are also honoured to be immediately welcomed into our 
new families - West-Side Arts Hub and the Jane Finch Action Against Poverty. 

Rebels With A Cause continues to be a free 5-day independent festival that 
showcases film and video works reflecting social and community issues by artists 
and filmmakers from communities directly affected by those issues. Following our 
screenings, Rebels host panels consisting of filmmakers, curators, and community 
organizers who unpack the works, share their experiences and discuss strategies in 
creating real social changes.

We proudly present our returning curated shorts programs Red Riot, Witness Within, 
Art in Action, and Carving Coming which deal with Indigenous, social, representation, 
and queer and trans issues respectively. 

This year, Red Riot spotlights Inuit films and offers a glimpse into a culture powered 
by legends and traditions, propelled by resilience and strong sense of survival. 
Witness Within shares stories pertinent to the Jane Finch community including 
systemic poverty, impending environmental threat by Enbridge’s Line 9, and lack of 
access to arts spaces. Art in Action is a diverse collection of tales told by the “others” 

with portrayals of triumphs and struggles within understanding ourselves. Carving 
Coming goes beyond sexuality and looks at queerness as a site of contesting 
normalization.

To celebrate another year of necessary storytelling, Rebels will close with The 
Inevitable Defeat of Mister and Pete. The feature is an incisive social commentary 
about the working poor that follows the journey of two youth. The Inevitable Defeat 
is sharp without being cynical, uplifting without being overly redemptive. These are 
expressions that Rebels would like to preserve in the years that follow.

Rebels could not have done it without these amazing supporters and would like to 
extend a heartfelt THANK YOU to:

Our funders: West-Side Arts Hub, Jane Finch Action Against Poverty, The Ontario 
Public Interest Research Group at York, and the Toronto Arts Council.

Our community partners: imagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival, Regent Park 
Film Festival, Mining Injustice Solidarity Network, York United Black Students’ Alli-
ance, Centre for Women and Trans People at York University, Feminist Action, Queer 
Women of Color Media Arts Project, and the York University’s Film Department.

Our festival venue: York Woods Library

Look forward to seeing you at the festival!

Yours in rebellion, 
Rebels With A Cause
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FESTIVAL PROGRAM
RED RIOT
Monday October 27, 2014 7pm 
York Woods Library 1785 Finch Ave W 
TRT: 57:11 min. plus panel

The Orphan and the Polar Bear - Neil Christopher 
(2014, 8:46)

According to Inuit oral history, long ago animals had the power of speech and 
could even assume human form. In The Orphan and the Polar Bear, a neglected 
orphan is adopted by a polar bear elder. Under the bear’s guidance, the orphan 
learns the skills he will need to survive.

Neil has spent the last ten years researching Inuit myths and legends. In 2012, he 
wrote and directed his first film, Amaqqut Nunaat: The Country of Wolves. The film 

was an international success, garnishing many awards and critical acclaim. Neil lives 
with his family in Iqaluit, Nunavut.

 
Kajutaijuq: The Spirit That Comes - Scott Brachmayer 
(2014, 15:26)

In this short film that is part Inuit legend and part thriller, a hunter attempts to 
survive in the Arctic wilderness by following teachings passed on to him by his 
late grandfather. The skills are rooted in ancient knowledge, ritual and taboo 
and the price of failure is high. Kajutaijuq raises provocative questions about 
tradition, knowledge, and adaptation in a changing world. 

Scott Brachmayer is a Toronto-based director. Working primarily as a sound mixer, 
Scott has made multiple trips to the Canadian Arctic where he and his producer, 
Nyla Innuksuk, have worked closely with northern talent and filmmakers to celebrate 
Inuit culture. Kajutaijuq: The Spirit That Comes is Scott’s first film since graduating 
from the Ryerson University Film Studies program.
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Aviliaq: Entwined - Alethea Arnaquq-Baril 
(2014, 15:00)

Set in a 1950s Inuit community, Aviliaq tells the story of two Inuit lesbians 
struggling to stay together in a new world run by outsiders.

Althea Arnaquq-Baril is an award-winning filmmaker who works in documentary and 
animation. Her work has been broadcast on CBC and APTN and has travelled ex-
tensively to festivals including Hot Docs and imagineNATIVE. In 2011, her animated 
short film Sloth was selected for Telefilm’s Not Short on Talent showcase at Cannes. 

Throat Song - Miranda de Pencier 
(2011, 17:59)

In Throat Song, a young Inuit woman seeks to reclaim her voice, lost in a com-
munity that has been tragically separated from its past.

Miranda de Pencier is a working independent film producer since 2002 and presi-
dent of her own company, Northwood Productions. Throat Song was her directorial 
debut and nominated for the 2014 Academy Award for Best Live Action Short Film.

Co-presented by:
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WITNESS WITHIN
Tuesday October 28, 2014 7pm 
York Woods Library 1785 Finch Ave W 
TRT: 59:11 min. plus panel

Luk’Luk’I: Mother 
(2014, 19:00)

A First Nations full-time mother/part-time sex worker goes missing in Vancou-
ver’s Downtown Eastside during the 2010 Winter Olympics.

Wayne Wapeemukwa is a Métis filmmaker/philosopher/psychoanalyst from 
Vancouver. His film Foreclosure premiered at TIFF in 2013. Inspired by a radical hope 
for a more equal and sovereign society, Wayne aspires to keep filming stories and 
contribute his personal definition to film form.

Healing Walks - Zakee Kuduro 
(2013, 30:16)

Healing Walks is a short documentary calling attention to the destruction of the 
tar sands and deforestation in Alberta, Canada and the courageous Indigenous 
communities fighting back. Participants staged an 8 mile Healing Walk Ceremo-
ny to acknowledge the damage of tar sands oil mining on their land and local 
communities.

Zakee Kuduro is a West Philly-born, South America-based creative director/produc-
er, composer and filmmaker. He is the Creative Director of Energy Action Coalition, 
a nonprofit that organizes youth around environmental issues. Zakee served as lead 
producer of PowerShiftTV and Power Shift 2013, a conference that brought together 
over 8,000 student leaders for three days of activism and workshops, culminating 
each day with a concert featuring top indie artists.
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Roses - Kathleen Smith 
(2013, 9:55)

As the Regent Park community of Toronto undergoes massive change, long-time 
resident Rose Edwards stays the course by managing a group of young dancers 
called South Side Swag.

Kathleen Smith is a Toronto-based writer, editor, curator and filmmaker. As a produc-
er, she worked with Alison Murray on CARNY, an award-winning documentary feature 
about traveling carnival workers and Caprichosos de San Telmo. As a director, she 
has made several commissioned films including boil fire/stop fish, supermundane, 
and pop/lock, a short documentary portrait about Toronto street dance.

 
Facilitated by:  Co-presented by:

ART IN ACTION
Wednesday October 29, 2014 7pm 
York Woods Library 1785 Finch Ave W 
TRT: 53:38 min. plus panel

Route to Love - Fonna Seidu 
(2014, 3:13)

Fonna (pronounced “Phone-ah”) is reflecting back on her high school career. 
She talks about issues around mental health (specifically depression and 
anxiety) and self-harm. This story explores creative avenues, such as music and 
visual art, taken for personal growth and healing.

Fonna Seidu is a queer-identified Black-Filipin@ photographer and community 
artist. She finds power in creative collaboration, (un)learning information, and 
documenting the progressive transformations of marginalized communities. In her 
free time she likes to attend workshops, practice various forms of self-care, and read 
politically charged conversations online.
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My Father, Francis - Casey Mecija 
(2013, 11:38)

My Father, Francis: a father and daugh-
ter collaborate. A comment on kinship, 
diasporic labour, devotion and the 
factory as a site of creativity.

Casey Mecija is a Toronto-bred Filipino 
musician, artist & community organizer. 
Her artistic practice is interdisciplinary. My 
Father, Francis is her first film.

 
The Underground - Michelle Latimer 
(2014, 13:00)

Inspired by the bestselling novel written by Rawi Hage, The Underground is a 
visceral portrayal of an Iranian man’s struggle to fit into western culture as 
he battles past demons. Araz has fought to escape the war zone once he once 

called home. Destined for a fresh start, he arrives in Canada to find that North 
American life is not what he had dreamed. In a struggle to overcome poverty and 
isolation, Araz turns inward in hopes of experiencing the life that eludes him.

Michelle Latimer is an actor, filmmaker and curator. Her award-winning documenta-
ry ALIAS premiered at the 2013 Hot Docs Film Festival before screening interna-
tionally. Michelle is currently starring in the critically acclaimed television series 
Blackstone and appears as an industry judge on CBC’s Short Film Face Off. In 2013, 
she was name among Playback’s 10 To Watch.

 
The Edible Indian - Cass Gardiner 
(2013, 19:00)

The Edible Indian is a short glimpse into the long history of food and its role 
on indigenous identity. The memories, traditions, and spirituality of three First 
nations chefs are interwoven into their favorite foods as they cook, painting a 
rich picture of First Nations people today and where we’re headed.  

Cass Gardiner is an Algonquin filmmaker/photographer/Cash Cab winner. Gardiner’s 
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documentary work emphasizes traditional oral history, and seeks to tell the stories 
of characters on the cultural periphery. She holds a BAH in Film and Native American 
Studies from NYU and an MFA in Documentary Film.

 
Yellow Fever - Ng’endo Mukii 
(2012, 6:47)

Yellow Fever focuses on African women’s self-image, through memories and 
interviews; using mixed media to describe our almost schizophrenic pursuit of 
globalized beauty.

Ng’endo works internationally as a freelance animator and editor. She can be found 
armed with a pressure sensitive stylus, and a macro lens. She spends her time 
between Nairobi and Tsavo, animating little children, photographing dung beetles, 
and running away from scorpions.

Co-presented by:

CARVING COMING
Wednesday October 30, 2014 7pm 
York Woods Library 1785 Finch Ave W 
TRT: 53:26 min. plus panel

Seventh Grade - Stefani Saintonge 
(2014, 11:18)

Everyone is growing up except Patrice. But when a raunchy rumor threatens her 
best friend’s reputation, she’s forced to join the party and embrace adolescence.

Stefani Saintonge is an award-winning filmmaker, writer, and documentary cinema-
tographer based in NYC. She is the recent recipient of the ESSENCE Black Women in 
Hollywood Discovery Award for her narrative short, Seventh Grade. Her documenta-
ry short, La Tierra de los Adioses, was named Best Latin American Short Documen-
tary at the Festival Internacional de Cine en el Desierto. 
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Goodnight My Love - Kellee Terrell 
(2013, 10:00)

Aimee and Cynthia, a Black lesbian couple, try to avoid death – and hash out 
their relationship issues – during the zombie apocalypse. 

Terrell is an award-winning journalist and filmmaker that writes about HIV/AIDS, pop 
culture, race, feminism, health and LGBT issues. Her interviews and articles have ap-
peared in such publications as The Huffington Post, Al Jazeera, Colorlines, The Root. 
Terrell is currently an MFA Candidate in the Cinema Directing Graduate Program at 
Columbia College of Chicago. 

 
The Break - Alexis Mitchell 
(2013, 13:55)

In his book “The Queen’s Throat: Opera, Homosexual-
ity, and the Mystery of Desire,” Wayne Koestenbaum 

examines voice as a site of transgression and inherent queerness. He examines 
how the break in the singing voice from chest to head is inherently gendered – 
moving from male to female as it breaks. The Break, an experimental, performa-
tive documentary focuses on this idea of the “break” to explore the relationship 
between gender and the singing voice.

Alexis Mitchell is a Toronto-based media artist and scholar whose work utilizes queer 
and feminist frameworks to re-imagine architectures, environments and ideologies. 
Mitchell is currently pursuing a PhD in Geography at the University of Toronto and is 
a member of Pleasure Dome’s Programming Collective.

 
Whatever Happened to Jackie Shane? - Lauren Hortie and Sonya 
Reynolds 
(2014, 9:00)

Toronto, 1963. Jackie Shane - a black, cross-dressing, Nashville-born, Toron-
to-based musician - had a hit song which was also an underground gay anthem. 
But before being able to enjoy this success, Jackie suddenly disappeared. 
Uncovering this forgotten piece of Toronto queer music history, Hortie and 
Reynolds recreate Jackie’s story using shadow puppets, overhead animation 
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and stop motion. Follow Jackie through the 1960s Toronto Yonge Street music 
scene, the tabloid scandals, to their mysterious disappearance.

Lauren Hortie is an artist, educator and DJ, living and working in Toronto. Sonya 
Reynolds is an arts administrator and artist working in photography, video and 
textiles. They share an interest in queer culture, uncovering forgotten local histories, 
and everything DIY.

 
Heft - Alexandria Elizabeth Wright 
(2014, 10:01)

Heft is a film about the daily encounters between one queer woman and the 
suitors and scoundrels who vie for her attention.

Alexandria Elizabeth Wright is a black feminist, artist, and PhD Candidate in the 
Rhetoric Department at UC Berkeley. She is from Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 
and currently resides in Oakland, California. 

Co-presented by:

The Inevitable Defeat of Mister and Pete
Friday October 31, 2014 7pm 
York Woods Library 1785 Finch Ave W

The Inevitable Defeat of Mister and Pete - George Tillman, Jr.  
(2013, 109 min.)

One summer in New York City, thirteen-year-old Mister’s hard-living mother is 
arrested by the police, leaving him and nine-year-old Pete to survive alone while 
dodging child protective services and the dangers of the Brooklyn projects. The 
resourceful Mister nevertheless feels he is an unstoppable force against seem-
ingly unmovable obstacles. But what really keeps the pair in the survival game is 
much more Mister’s vulnerability than his larger-than-life attitude.

George Tillman, Jr. is an American film producer, screenwriter, and director. Tillman 
is most notable for directing the films Soul Food and Men of Honor. 

Co-presented by:
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THE REBELS
Program Director:  
Amee Le

Senior Programmer:  
Hadiyya Mwapachu

Programmer:  
Traci Mark

Trailer Creator:  
Patrick Barfoot

Festival Manager:  
Rinchen Lama

Outreach Coordinator:  
Djellia Niane

Designer:  
Tenzing Gaychey 

Witness Within Programmers:  
Maryama Ahmed & Suzanne Narain

Festival Venue: 
York Woods Library Theater, 1785 Finch Avenue West

THE ALLIES
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NOTES NOTES



info@rebelsfilmfest.org 
www.rebelsfilmfest.org


